NIE contract to the Huron Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts,  this study is intended to develop strategies for helping school districts make better use of evaluation and test information.    Initial reports from the study were made available in the fall of 1980;   the final report is to be issued in the fall of 1981.
Although each of these studies sheds light on state and local evaluation activities in education,  none provides a comprehensive description of state and local evaluations undertaken to assess the operations of federal programs.
EVOLUTION OF THE  FEDERAL  ROLE IN THE EVALUATION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Evaluation requirements are a relatively recent addition to federal education programs.    The first mandatory evaluations for an OE program were those carried out by local districts implementing ESEA Title I projects.     In 1965 Senator Robert Kennedy introduced language into the draft version of Title I requiring that  "effective procedures, including provision for appropriate objective measurements of educational achievement,  will be adopted for evaluating at least annually the effectiveness of the programs in meeting the special educational needs of educationally deprived children"   (Section 205   (a) (5), P.L. 89-10).    Over the next several years local evaluation requirements were added to other OE program authorities, and by 1970 several OE bureaus had designated evaluation coordinators-whose role was to oversee local evaluation efforts and occasionally to conduct small studies at the national level,  usually relying on OE general administrative funds   (under the "Salaries and Expenses" account in the annual appropriation)   for financial support of any contracted projects.
The fiscal 1970 appropriation for OE contained for the first time, however, a $9.5 million line item for OE evaluation and planning activities.    Also in that year John W.  Evans was named to head the first OE-wide evaluation office to oversee the expenditure of those funds,    To administer a centralized evaluation and planning function,  Evans assembled an evaluation staff, composed largely of the evaluation coordinators who had.ely mandated  "national center  for  research   in vocational education" is to "work with states,   local educational agencies, and other public agencies  in.g., Indian edi cation and community education).gton,  D.C.:    U.S. General Accounting
